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The Mint of the United States, 
At Philadelphia, Penn., 

Assay Department, 

March 4, 1884 


Sir: 


The analysis of the five-cent nickel coin sent by Mr. Drummond is as follows: 


Nickel 15.9 per cent. 
Zinc 281°" 
Copper s/o ae 
Iron trace 


The analysis was not carried beyond a degree of accuracy necessary for confirming my 
opinion formed on the prior inspection, that the piece was a counterfeit. 


The five-cent pieces sent by the U.S. Asst. Treasurer at New York are genuine. This is 
indicated both by the ordinary test and the assay, which shows the alloy to be standard. The 
brittleness of the pieces which led to them being suspected, is undoubtedly due to overheating 
after the processes of rolling and cutting are finished. That it is not due to any cause existing 
prior to those operations is proved by their having passed successfully through the operations 
themselves. 


Very Respectfully 
Jacob B. Eckfeldt 
Assayer 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. &&c. 


